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Dear Y4R children,    
 
Hello to every single one of you.  I am writing this letter to you today because it is so 
important that we stay in touch during this strange and unusual time. You are part of history 
- it has been 75 years since schools in this country have been closed in this way. Just 
imagine, when you are much older (with grey hair and wrinkles – like a certain teacher that 
you know!), and look back on your lives, you will be able to tell the younger generations all 
about it! 
 
I am really looking forward to seeing you all again and often think about our time together 
as a class. I am in touch with Anisha every day by text and we always talk about how much 
we miss being together – especially sitting together in our class reading area ‘The Rose 
Garden’ and reading Charlotte’s Web and sharing our news. Anisha keeps telling me how 
much she wants to be back with all of R Class – “I MISS THEM SOOOOOO MUCH!”).   
 
Of course, it would be great to know exactly when we will all be back at school – but as yet, 
nobody really knows the answer to this question. The most important thing is that we stay 
safe and well – and that when we do come back (which we will) it happens at the right time 
and in the right way. 
 
Just remember, you are so lucky to have each other as a class. While you are in Ben Jonson 
you will always be together – right until the very last day of Year 6.  So there is so much to 
look forward to. From the very first minute that we met you back in July last year, we could 
see how caring and supportive you are of each other. And look at the way you play with 
each other in the playground!  
 
I was in school this week, and I was lucky enough to bump into our wonderful friend, Suzy. 
She misses you enormously too (of course, she has a special relationship with R class!) The 
first thing she said to me when I saw her was, “Let me show you the classroom”. And wow! 
– everything is spotless.  The butterflies are still fluttering and flying around the ceiling and 
our beautiful roses are still blooming. 
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As for me, Anisha and Alex – we are keeping busy during this time.  Anisha exercises by 
going for walks along the canal and waterways near the school. We also swap ideas for films 
and books. You know that I always fill my time with my painting and drawing. Spring has 
come while we have been away fromsc hool – there is so much beauty in the world. I’m sure 
that all of you can witness the way the leaves are appearing on the trees – and flowers are 
everywhere. I feed the birds (and the two squirrels who live in the large holly tree at the 
back of the garden everyday) and watch all the goings-on in the garden from my window.  
 

 
Birds from my window 

 
On a personal note, I am pleased to let you know that I now have now spent a lot more 
‘quality’ time with someone truly special to me: Big Cat.   
Now that I don’t disappear at 6.30 am every morning to go to school, Big Cat and myself are 
spending the whole day together. I am doing work at home for school (including your 
reports – which is really hard to do, as I have got so many positives to squeeze into such a 
small space!), and so Big Cat comes and sits with me on his very special ‘workstation’ – his 
beautiful persian blanket next to my laptop. Later, when he has finished assisting me with 
ideas and making cups of sweet tea (I’m lying of course – it’s actually  coffee) Big Cat will 
venture outside, stroll around a bit, position himself on a chair, scratch his head, do a wee in 
the grass and then stare at the birds nonchalantly (you can look this word up). When I come 
to think about it, I pretty much do the same thing (well, almost!). 
 

 
Big Cat on his workstation! 
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I hope that you have all managed to fill your day up with enjoyable activities too.  Perhaps 
you have got to know your brothers and sisters in a completely different and better way? I 
imagine that you have had to invent different games and use your imagination much more? 
Perhaps you have challenged yourself to learn and develop a new skill?  We are so lucky in 
these modern times as we have so many resources and ideas on the internet. And of course, 
on this note, it will be really great to find out how you have used all the home learning ideas 
from the Ben Jonson website. Year 4 have their very own page of home learning activities 
that we are really keen that you have a go at.  Also, don’t forget to have a look at the 
specialist folders – there is so much that you can do! 
 
I know that you all took books home from the school library and The Rose Garden. Have you 
managed to set aside time to research your own project? Look on the school website for 
ideas on how to create your own timetable for the day – so you can have more structure. 
And then there is Frogplay and Times Tables Rockstars – so you can hit the ground running 
when you get back to school.  
 
And it would be great to hear from you too! Can you please write your own letter to myself, 
Anisha and Alex explaining how you are getting on. Include lots of interesting or funny 
details about your life at home if you can. Tell us what you miss about Ben Jonson and what 
you are looking forward to doing again at school. You can send this letter by email to 
admin@benjonson.towerhamlets.sch.uk. If that is too difficult, then just write it on a piece 
of paper and bring it with you when we come back to school. 
 
Anisha has sent you a special message: “I miss being greeted with a smile and hug from all 
of you every morning – as well as all your comments and stories. Most of all I miss the fact 
that I never left school without one of you making me laugh my socks off!” 
 
Alex has written: “I miss you wonderful Ross class bunch hugely, Monday’s are just not the 
same. Every now and again you all pop into my head and I smile. I’ve been keeping busy by 
working from home (I get to check your reports once Ben has written them), doing lots of 
quizzes over the internet with friends and family, going for lovely exercise walks in 
Greenwich Park and going for longer runs than I used to because I have more time! You all 
have so much to look forward to when we all get back to school. You’re an amazing bunch!” 
 
We all hope you are all staying happy and safe – and for those of you celebrating Ramadan 
we wish you ‘Ramadan Muburak’.  
 
Take care – and as Mary Bobbins – I mean, Poppins – once said,  ‘Open different doors. You 
may find a ‘You’ that you never knew’. Even if you can’t leave your flat or house – you can 
open that door that cages us all in sometimes, use your amazing imaginations and make 
wonderful plans that can last a lifetime. 
 
Ben                        
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